61

to scorn. Kabul is praised as the citadel of true belief.
Pride of race is instilled in the young Pathan almost
from his cradle. At fourteen he carries a rifle and
attends tribal councils. He rarely meets anyone except
members of his family. Thus the breeding of the Pathan
is bucolic. Nevertheless he clothes himself in arrogance.
He makes no distinction of persons. He is not awed in
tne presence of high authority. He expresses no wonder
at the curiosities of western civilization. It is no easy
material to work up into loyalty of the British Em-
pire, The well'tO'do yeDmen families of the Frontier
lead more or less a sophisticated life. The family will
send it> sons to the school and give them sn English
education. The boy comes into contact with various
aspects of modern civilisation. As he goes up to the
Islamia College* he takes deepening interest in the
newspaper. Politics worms its way into the mentality
of the family. They srill respect the brave individual
Englishmen ; but they lose their faith in the mighty
British structure. They work tor a Muslim Empire to
rise from its ashes. Their loyalty to the British raj is not
staunch. The Afridis of the Khyber Riies in 1897 played
a very half-hearted part in the defence of the Landi
Kotal* The British officers were withdrawn "and the
Khyber Pass closed* A high British officer spoke of it
very dishearteningly in a lecture on the Frontier, It
was delivered before the Viceroy and Simla Society in
the following year. He called it "a day of pain, shame,
grief and humiliation for every Englishman in India."
Tribal levies have, no doubt, on several occasions
shown their faithfulness in shooting down tribesmen
found cutting telegraph wires.

The Pathan adores force.   He gives a qualified loyalty
to a government that is prepared to show strength.   For